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% As | gaze out over the expanse of wild jungls

Y and ocean, | racall our ground breaking cere
mony nearly o decade ago. With the ink still
frash on the desd, our family excitedly gath
wrad ar the winwua' paint ot our 5 acres of
pristine jungle. My dad =stuck a shovel in the
ground as my mom sprincled tequila on a palm

. . frond for good luck. Qur tropical adventure

My
by

had begun

~

Taday, our jungle home has became the Tail
wind Jungle Ladge: a small eco-ladge, yoga

retreat center and adventure business. We are
delighted to host adventuraus guests fram all
over The world _'I(T.h_i;" we gtill retura o our beloved Canada for summaer

we now have raots | “'ily planted on the Pacific conastline Just narth of San

Pancho, Mexico, We have traded in aur snow shovels and hackey sticks for

machetes and surf boards, Gondbye toques, hello flips flaps!
!

suppose that our story truly begns in the 405 with my tather, “El Tigre," the
surt bum. Though lucky enough to grow up on the speectacular Lake Mem
phremagag in the Eastern Townships ot Quebec, my dad craved waves and
palm trees. Not surprisngly, he pointed his motorcycle south and soon
faund himseli riding the periect waves of the "Mexican Malibu® an Punta
de Mita, just narth of Puerto Vallarta. El Tigre's love affair with Mexico was
insatiable. Whenever the oppartunity presented itself, we'd head ta Puerto

Escandida, Puerta Pedasca, Acapulca and, of course, to El Tigre’s belaved

Bahia de Banderas. My parents hame schaaled my brother and me far sev
eral years in the welcaming town of Bucerias, just narth of Puerta Vallarta

Nat surprisingly, the heavenly beaches and charming culture of Mexico are

farever engrained in my childhaod memaries

M" fathet's passion for Mexico was contagious :.'l_l'i'vg my inal semester
ot callege, | wrate a business plan far my family's dream business: an eco
lodge and adventure tour company in Mexico. We had atten daydreamed
sharing our lave of Mexico with aother adventurous travelers. We had the
land, but needed a plan. OCn graduation day, | farm ally pitched the busi
ness plan to my family. The decision to adoptitwas unanmous. We were oft

to the jungle to test our hand at entrepreneurship!

One thing was crystal clear - life
on the ocean is much better when
you have the wind at your back.
Thus, the name
“Tailwind” Jungle Lodge
was born.

e

Bufore diving into aur eco-lodge adventure, my

sthar Mexicn plans | barely had 1ime

Tather n
1o Take off my cap and gown before El Tigre, my
brother (also a surfbum) and | headed 1o the Baja
1o launch aur sea kayaks from the town of San
Felipe_ Thus began the 500 mile paddling exped
ition down the Sea of Cortez. Insane? Parhaps.
When El Tigre declared that he wanted to spend
his &0th birthday kayacing along a wild stretch
of Mexican coastline, my brother and | were in
trigued and willing

After nearly 2 manths of rigorous paddling

iself-supported) and camping an isolated beach
a5, aur journey anded in the lovely city of La Paz
t and buff, we boarded the

Salty, bleached au

~

farry 1@ Mazatlan, Our long days on the ocean,
anca nignts ot <a -|*|-.‘ AL and sTargaling 1ad Glven
us ample time 10 refine our seo-lodge visian, One
Thing was « -y&.’.cl riear life on the ncean is much
DETTEr WHRan yOou Rave The wind art your back T"I.‘.,

The name '

vilwind" Jungle Lodge was barn

And so it began. We meticulously collected lo
cal rocks, woad, shells- any materials we deemed
useful. Slowly, our eca-designs and the Tallwind
Jungle Ladge taok shape

Rain water catchment and grey Wwaler recyc

ling =
'u-.ﬂv)") ’.".1"9"" g posts were =a \'ngpr{ alter

stems were established, magnificent [and

the high winds of a tropical storm. and we did
our best to minimize our impact as we perched
our structures an the jungle hill side, giving mach
building a tree house "feel’

Wa officially opened for guestsin 2007 andin 2009

we proudly became the firgt cartified sustainable

w0 :HL:;O‘ in Maxicn {certification h)‘ Sustainable

T

yoga ':|.|“rt-'n r:\'o-'hnlci"n” the ncean and hasted

ywellntarnational), In 2012 we built o spectacular

ol first ynga retreats and teacher trainings. Paco
8 poco, our jJungie dream had come true. Natural
living s the name of the game here--fram natur
al building materials and wi dlife, to margaritas
made with all natural v-g'nr‘l ents (lime. tequila,
agave nectar and chub soda _ .. voila']. Qur loye of
natural living and sustainability also inspired us to
support and encourage sustainable practices in

out beloved community of San Pancho

We have hosted a variety educational events and

yrkshops in the jungle. We are also thrlled with

W

the recent wstablishment of a local community

canter, EnTrelmigos, a nonprofit that is devoted

1o The well bair AN SUSTAIN uhl“'y ot San Pancho

Taday, the Tailwind Jungle Lodge is thriving as we
host avariety otunique guests; irom haneymaon

ers and families to Yoga and Pilates retreaters

We've even had guests perform aerials in silks
hung from the trees (former Cirque de Soleil per

farmers]! The jungle offers samething far every

one - we offer a callection aof & unique casitas

palapas and bungalows that tagether can accam

madate up 1o 16 peaple. OQur guests also enjoy a
peautiful cove afwhite sand, anly a 5 minute walk
daown a delightful jungle trail

Ln.-u'-\g ‘or a sophisticated _.mgln mxperisnce?
The Casita Pumita offers dramatic ocean/ jungle
views, romantic 'nn;fﬁp aecxs anag a ll_l(;l'lﬂl_l'.

canopied bed. Want something mare n

¢ and
natural? The Bungalow Parota is a wooden plat
Torm percnea N the rees, ﬁdl'\' neag wren a v "’
turnished canvas satan tent, outdoor shower.
composting toilet and, of course, a3 hammock

strung up betweesn two palm trees

Jungle livie sildn’t be complete without the delights of the ncean. The

Pacific is the icing on our already sweet jungle cake. Wa'te always wager
10 show our guests The secrats of this amaz MG ¢ nastline Nort ’-.l'hvi\i-lg;ly,
Cayaking i our specialty and a favaurite nf nur guests a5 well Whales, rays,
pelicans "fl"g] fish, dolphing and secret heaches oifer sndless spportun Ty

far adventure and mxplaration

Stand up paddle surfing has also become ane of our tavourite activities.
When the swell is up, we load the SUP boards onta our Jeep Wrangler and
nead to our lacal surf break to ride blissful waves (hane other than the Mex
ican Malibu, the very spot where El Tigre first surfed 45 years aga}. Many

lifelong friendships stem fram frolicking with aur gu n the Mexican
Pac

ents to SUP surf waves

waves. We've even managed to teach grandkids and their grandpar

mgether!

| hough theword “bliss” ix fre -’]I_ll"\'l'f used inour vocabulary. Hhave 1o admit

that tropical living s not abways rainbows and butterflies. Indend. building

and operating an mco-lodge is the mpitome ol a labor of loye. Mother Na

ture puts us i our place regularly

Blaod, sweat and tears have bean shed and yeur my family and | agres that
it's absolutaly worth it. The challenge has made us stronger and has band
od us 1o this wild place, We simply can't imagine our lives anywhere ales

Junghe living has given us nealth, in spiration, adventure, and the appartun

e it fuTure

ITY TO share This Ii‘ﬂ‘.'y & WITH aurY guests ':\||.-cy and nto
| suppose that the maple syrup in our veins has become diluted by coconut
water and tequila. Were proud to be crazy Canadians living the jungle lite

and we laok farward ta sharing our jungle home with you.
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